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Tus NatTionaL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The meeting this week at Doncaster of the 
National Veterinary Association was a great success. 
Everything went smoothly and well. Never have 
we had better papers, and never have the discussions 
been better sustained. Perhaps the attendance of 
members might have been larger. especially on the 
second day, but the spirit which animated every- 
body made ample amends for any loss which was 
caused by the numerical defect. The subjects 
treated were Tuberculosis, by Professor McFadyean ; 
Black-quarter, by Professor Penberthy; and Influ- 
enza, by Professor Williams. It was natural to 
expect that these well-known teachers would pro- 
duce matter of value and interest. They did their 
-duty well, and their efforts were seconded by the 
gentlemen who contributed to the discussion. For- 
tunately all the subjects have been before the 
National at previous meetings, and therefore we are 
able, by comparison, to measure the progress the 
profession has made. The advance on each subject 
is distinct and satisfactory, affording positive evi- 
denve of the utility of the Association and of the 
fact that, asa body, the profession is not neglectful 
of its duty to keep pace with the advance of science. 


Tue “Nationan” Arps ror RESEARCH. 


Last year it was decided to set aside annually a 
portion of the funds for the promotion of patho- 
logical investigation. This year a further advance 
has been made by the appointment of a committee 
to collect observations, and, if necessary, institute 
‘Some analyses and experiments on the two diseases 
which are now very little understood—azoturia and 
parturient apoplexy. It is also now possible for any 
member of the Association to apply to the Council 
for assistance with any experiments or researches he 
may have commenced. This assistance is available 
not only for pathological work, but for any useful 
attempt to improve our professional appliances or 
surgical instruments. The Association is, in short, 
willing to help those who help themselves, pro- 
vided the assistance given is likely to add to the 
Welfare of the profession. A step like this deserves 
‘Support, and we may well ask those members of the 
ody corporate who have not yet joined “ The 
National” to consider seriously whether they can 
longer remain outside without neglecting an impor- | 
tant duty, and without losing many advantages not 
otherwise attainable. 


Proposep Visir ro GLaAsGow. 


Next year the Association will meet in Glasgow, | 
and our northern brethren have already decided to | 
a the event an era in the life of the Society. | 
ale intend not only to make the meeting scientifi- | 

f ly attractive, but, taking a hint from the methods 
of the British Medical Association, sucially interest- 


ing and pleasant. Among other schemes it is pro- 
posed to organise an excursion by boat on the 
Clyde to some of the grand Scotch scenery down 
the river. We have, therefore, something to look 
forward to with lively feelings of anticipation, and 
something to look back on with the calm serenity of 
achievement. 
Proressor Axe at Homer, 


Professor Axe must have experienced some most 
pleasant sensations during the week. He presided 
over the meeting at Doncaster with a quiet urbanity 
which gained him the respect of everyone present. 
He was ably assisted in his duties by the secretary 
and other officers, and loyally supported by all the 
members. Asa native of Doncaster his position at 
the head of the convocation was recognised by his 
old friends and acquaintances as an honour to the 
town, aud the Mayor and Corporation gave him all 
the assistance they could. The meeting was held in 
the Guildhall, and the dinner on Tuesday evening 
was, by special favour of the Mayor, given in the 
Mansion House. The civic dignitary, accompanied 
by Aldermen and Councilmen supported our Presi- 
dent at the dinner,and more than one of our honoured 
visitors expressed in the warmest terms his pride and 
admiration of the old townsman who had raised him- 
self to the eminence indicated by his presence that 
day. Doncaster shewed its appreciation of the veter- 
inary profession, and we all, without exception, 
value our reception, and are grateful to its authors, 


Tue New CuHarrer. 


A Council Meeting was held at Red Lion Square on 
Thursday last, a report of which we shall publish next 
week. A very long programme was got_through, and the 
profession will be glad to learn that the outlines of the pro- 
posed New Charter were agreed upon, and the Solicitor 
instructed to prepare the necessary Petition to the Privy 
Council. This will be published in due course and probab- 
ly submitted to a general meeting of the profession before 
it is finally approved. The three chief points are that every 
member is to be eligible for election to Council; that vice- 
presidents chall not be elected by the Council until they 
have been returned to that body by the profession; and 
that the dual-appointment of Examiner and Councilman is 
not to be permitted. 


Tue Hyarentc Conaress. 


This Congress opens on August 10th, when the Prince of 
Wales will take -the chair at 3.30. Section III opens on 
August 11th, with Sir Nigel Kingscote in the chair. The 
subjects are Rabies and Parasitic diseases. On August 12th 
Sec. II joins Sec. III to discuss ‘‘the alleged danger 
of consuming the apparently healthy meat and milk of 
tuberculuus animals.” On August 13th, Sec. I11 will con- 
sider thejInfection of Food ; Infectious Udder diseases of the 
cow in Irelation to Human epidemics; The inspection of 
meat with regard to prevention of disease. On Friday, Aug. 
14th, the programme is—Infectious diseases of animals 
communicable to and fromman; Anthrax and its relation 
to workers in various trades; Veterinary Hygiene. Those 
gentlemen who cannot attend more than one day have an 


ample choice for selection. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


A CASE OF SPASM OF THE DIAPHRAGM. 
By F. L. Goocn, F.R.C.V.S., Stamford. 


On Thursday morning, July 2nd, I was summoned 
a distance of six miles to attend a pony. On arriv- 
ing at the stable door I heard a very heavy thump- 
ing noise which I first thought was caused by an 
extraordinary beating of the heart, but on approach- 
ing the pony, taking the pulse, and examining the 
heart, I found this was not the case; it was 
due to a spasmodic contraction of the diaphragm. 

The history of the case was as follows: The sub- 
ject, a grey gelding of about 13 hands high, was 
turned out the previous evening in a small paddock, 
apparently perfectly well. In the paddock the 
roadman after work had placed his barrow and tools 
amongst which was a heather besom. (I enclose a 
small portion). Early on the Thursday morning 
the owner saw the pony and noticed the peculiar 
thumping noise, he also discovered that all the be- 
som, except two or three small pieces, had been 
eaten. Upon closer examination { found pulse 55, 
breathing accelerated, temperature 103°5, a very 
anxious expression, inclination to lie down and roll, 
visible mucous membrane injected, extremities as 
well as surface of the body cold. I injected sub- 
cutaneously 30 min. of injectio atropiz et morphia, 
gave an aperient draught, ordered a rug to be 
placed on, and the animal to be kept quiet. I left 
anti-spasmodic medicine to be given every three 
hours. 

I again saw the patient about 7 p.m., when the 
pulse was 80, temperature 103, breathing heavy and 
rather laboured. I repeated the subcutaneous in- 
jection, left more anti-spasmodic medicine (the 
spasm being very changeable, sometimes scarcely 
a at other times very violent), and ordered 

ot fomentations to the body and chest. On seeing 
the patient on the morniug of the 8rd inst. found it 
very much better, the fomentation having apparently 
had the effect of relieving the spasm. Pulse 66, 
temperature 101 2, breathing nearly normal and ex- 
ternal temperature good; but still there was the 
anxious facial expression. I gave another subcu- 
taneous injection, and ordered the fomentation to be 
continued. At this time I could hear intestinal 
murmurs, which was the first time since the attack 
and no feces had been passed. There had been 
frequent attempts at micturition with but little re- 
sult. I left a draught containing spt. eth. nit, and 
tinct. belladonnz, to be given at noon. I received a 
telegram at 6 p.m., saying the pony was much 
quieter so did not see it until about 7 am. next 
day. Pulse 48, temperature 100, breathing nor- 
mal, anxious expression gone. and showing slight 
inclination for food: no action of the bowels, I 
ordered bran mash and chilled water, which ‘were 
eagerly taken. As the spasm of the diaphragm 
had nearly subsided I discontinued the subcu- 
taneous injections, likewise the fomentations, but 


gave diffusible stimulants. During the day a small 


portion of undigested and very offensive fecal mat-. 


ter was passed. Some bran mash containing a few 
crushed oats was partaken of and a little chilled 
water swallowed. 

I did not see the pony again until the morning of 
the sixth, when I found pulse, temperature, &c., 
nearly normal, and a nice regular action of the 
bowels. I discontinued clothing and ordered slight 
exercise, leaving a tonic draught to be given at 
night. What was the cause of this sudden attack ? 
I conclude it was directly traceable to the animal 
having eaten the heather besom, but why should 
one kind of indigestible material cause violent ac- 
tion of the diaphragm whilst others cause quite a. 
different set of symptoms. I do not know that 
heather has any specific action to cause such symp- 
toms, and in the only similar case I have ever seen 
no distinct cause could be traced. Perhaps some- 
other practitioner may have met with similar cases. 
in which the cause has been distinctly traced, and 
if so this short report may be of sufficient interest 
to induce him to supplement it by his experience. 


MEGRIMS OR MENIERE’S DISEASE. 


Medical nomenclature is very ‘mixed,’ and if it 
comes to a choice between some old word and a new 
one there is little except novelty to make us use the 
more recent term. ‘ ect > is an old word, and 
its significance is pretty well known. It is one of 
the vertiginous diseases of the horse, and distinguish- 
ed from others by always occurring when the animal. 
is in harness. The nature of the disease is not 
known; no post-mortem examination in which any 
definite lesion has been found is on record. From 
megtims ocurring suddenly and passing off very 
rapidly it has been supposed by some authorities to 
resemble Epilepsy as seen in man, but this does not 
carry us very far, as the pathology of Epilepsy may 
be said to be as yet mere hypothesis. Megrims 
however, cannot be quite analogous to Epilepsy as. 
the latter disease occurs under various , conditions, 
whilst the former is always seen when the horse is 
in harness, and usually during the summer months. 

The symptoms are, twitching of the ear or ears, 
jerking the head to one side, staggering, and some- 
times falling. Cases are frequently to be seen in 
the streets of London during warm weather. In a 
horse of my own these attacks occurred every sum- 
mer for three years, but only in harness. In the 
saddle this animal could be ridden any distance on 
the hottest day and at any pace without a sign of 
megrims. I svld it for saddle work, telling the 
buyer how it was affected by harness. He only used 
it in the saddle, and two years afterwards it was 
still apparently sound and healthy—never having 
shown a sign of disease. 

It seems difficult to trace megrims to any local 
lesion, unless to some unknown condition of the 
brain. Disease of the ear has never been suggest 
as a cause, because no sign of aural disease has yet 


| 
4 
i 
Z 
q 
4 
| 
a 
ff 
| 
al 
} 
+4 
Ft 
= 
a 
— 
| q 
4 
4 
j 


> 


Fuly 25, 1891. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 43 


‘been detected in horses so affected. Recently it has 
been attempted to draw some analogy between it and a 
vertiginous disease of man described as Meniére’s 
disease. The analogy seems to he very slight. 
Megrims is a vertiginous disease and so is Meniére’s. 
‘The only distinction between Meniére’s disease and 
other vertiginous diseases in man seems to be that 
the patient has a feeling of “singing in the ears” 
before he staggers or falls. This subjective symptom 
may perhaps exist in the horse but there is no proof 
of it, nor can there be. Even supposing that it does 
exist we are not assisted much, as “singing in the 
ears” is not uncommon in persons who have no 
vertiginous affection, so that we can only say that 
Meniére’s disease is a form of vertigo as is megrims 
inthe borse. ‘That Meniére’s disease is an affection 
of the ear is a pure hypothesis, and that megrims is 
@ disease of the ear has no single fact to support it. 

If Meniére’s disease were traceable to any definite 
Jesion we might look for that condition in the horse, 
but we cannot look for subjective symptoms in the 
‘dead animal. Disease of the internal ear which 
never causes any sign of its existence for years, ex- 
‘cept when a horse has a collar on its neck, may 
possibly be of a nature to cause no local lesions ; 
but until some evidence is forthcoming. either in 
man or horses, that the internal ear does suffer from 
disease and may cause violent symptoms of a tem- 
porary nature, we cannot scientifically allow that 
either megrims or Meniére’s disease is dependent 
upon some local changes in the ear. The only re- 
lation that can be said to exist between the two 
diseases is that both are accompanied by vertigo, 


and that the pathology of either is uuknown. One 


distinction seems to upset the analogy altogether, 
viz., the occurrence of megrims in horses only when 
dn harness. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


(Continued from page 39. ) 


I may now briefly allude to the diseases with which 
por confusion must exist in diagnosis, chief of which I 
be e Erysipelas, Contagious Impetigo, Acne, Contagious 
hee Stomatitis, Urticaria, Glanders and Farcy, and 
(Steatorrhoea) as wellworthy our considera- 
i " y evening. Erysipelas, which may justly be cal- 
in Aad specific surgical fever, consisting in a peculiar 
re Peso ofa part with attendant fever, in which 

ndency of the inflammation is to lead to great 
re infiltration of the part and rapid extension of 
dont ae process with as rapid destruction of 
livid atfected ; accompanied in parts devoid of hair by 
oA and redness of the skin, in excess of that usually 
P rs in @ case of ordinary inflammation. The specific 
the - at have by many authorities been attributable to 
pal f he nee of streptococus pyogenes, an organism 
tion iz an” in many diseases in which pus-forma- 
patients i present. As a rule erysipelas in our 
ve 8 1s of traumatic origin, rarely idiopathic. Vari- 
equina does not result from wounds, nor am I aware 


of its following upon other affections in which constitu- 
tional symptoms are pre-eminent, as the “ exanthemata”’ 
proper. Erysipelas seems to occur when an animal is 
exausted, or debilitated—not so horse-pox. Neither do 
we see a progressive eruption as in variola; the mouth 
eruptions are absent, so also are the most characteristic 
pathological features of erysipelas—the peculiar gela- 
tinous aspect on section of the textures affected. 

In this disease lowered vitality of a part is a principal 
factor in development; it spreads by multiplication, 
effected by continuity of structure, but is transmissible, 
by experimental inoculation, to distant and dissimilar 
structures ; although its effects were at one time sup- 
posed to be confined to the skin. In the horse it is 
usually found to attack the skin of the fetlocks, whence 
it extends both downwards and upwards, and may be 
confounded with “grease,” in both of which morbid 
conditions considerable thickening and tumefaction 
of the skin exist, as the result of serous exudation. 
These points are markedly different from horse-pox. 
Contagious impetigo isa rare disease in this country, and 
one with few symptoms approaching variola equina ; but 
the causes are almost always local irritation or imperfect 
hygiene; and the skin of the legs seems a favourable 
spot of attack. Thin skinned horses as a rule are at- 
tacked. The nature of the scab is peculiar, it appears 
glued to the part, and when shed leaves a bare, even 
patch, which heals without desquamation. In typical 
cases the eruptions are usually discrete, superficially 
situated, and seldom penetrate the subcutaneous con- 
nective tissue, except as a complication only. The 
vesicles are pearly-white at first, and contain a serosity 
which may become purulent in the later stages, causing 
rupture of the walls and a glutinous discharge. In 
exceptional cases of vesication in small groups, which I 
observed in an outbreak among a number of ’bus horses 
at Portsmouth in 1887, each vesicle remained distinct 
throughout its course, although closely watched ; which 
is quite different from. the first appearance of eczema. 
Impetigo is unattended by itching, it runs a rapid course, 
constitutional disturbance as a rule nil, It is easily 
inoculable. It may be doubted whether pus formation 
is more rarely related to this disease, or its complications. 
At any rate, its absence in many cases would point to 
the latter. Lastly, this disease has a shorter duration 
than horse-pox. It runs its course in from two to 
three weeks, unattended by fever, and amenable to local 
treatment. The usual seats of the eruptions are the 
limbs and body. This disease was first described by 
Dr, Tilbury Fox under the name of “Contagious Im- 
petigo,” and R. W. Burke, of the Army Veterinary De- 
partment, introduced it to English speaking veteri- 
narians under this name, in his Annual Veterinary 
Report of 1883. Ihadan opportunity of witnessing this 
affection in 1887 and of corroborating in every detail 
Mr Burke’s statements. Schindelka brought it to the 
notice of German Veterinary Surgeons, also under a 
similar dezignation. 

Acne contagiosa, (of Dieckerhoff and Graivitz) is an 
eruption of numerous pustules, principally in parts 
covered by harness and ther immediate neighbourhood, 
the disease being generally carried by the brush, and 
curry comb from the original crop. In average cases, 
an exanthematous eruption occurs in two or three days 
after infection. A round or oval inflamed area is 
formed, the hair becomes rough and moist, the skin is 
tumefied, and in a few cases a somewhat sticky, serous 
exudate isthrown out. Iftheskin be thin suppuration ma 
take place, in which case from 1 to 20 pustules are form 
After five to eight days these pustules dry up, and under 
the crust granulations are found which lead to cicatriza- 
tion. The skin between the pustules remains smooth, 
Should the pustules be very close, sphacelus of skin may 
occur and then the dead tissue is thrown off as a slough. 
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Asarule the parts heal completely in from 10 to 20 
days ; only rarely does the process invade the subcutis, 
and when this occurs lymph exudes, and runs its course 
in from two to six weeks, terminating in cicatrization. 
Itching is 
. slight, and occurs only during the healing process. 1so- 


No constitutional disturbance is noticed. 


lation of the diseased, and washing of affected parts with 
1} liquor plumbi subacetatis and alum water is sufficient to 
romote acure. An average case if properly treated 
| is cured in about four weeks, but it may last from eight 
ti to twelve through fresh crops of exanthems growing 
{| from neglect of treatment. A bacillus has been found 
i in discharges from the skin, and is being studied by 
i] Professors Dieckerhoff and Graivitz. Horses, calves, 
i rabbits, and guinea-pigs are susceptible to the disease. 


House mice, white, and field mice are proof against it 
when it is applied to the skin. 

Urticaria—This affection can hardly be confounded 
with horse-pox ; yet it possesses an interest, for R. W. 
Burke records a case where horse-pox followed its ap- 

arance. This case is reported in the June issue of 

e Veterinary Journal, It is evanescent in character— 
probably a neurosis of skin, which may remain for a few 
hours or for a week ; if the latter a new crop usually ap- 

ars. Essentially an effusion, infiltration of the 
superficial part of the papillary layer of the skin and 
subdermal tissues. Nerve-paresis, or disturbance of 
| nerve-influence, or action on vaso-motor system, any 
oc, local irritation, disordered digestion, draughts of cold 
on water when heated. It appears as oval or whip-cord 
| strokes, is rarely seen except on the trunk and neck, 
oe | sometimes along head and neck ; it may affect a number 
| of animals at one time ;_ is seen in cattle where the um- 
r, bellifiree are abundant or the herbage coarse, and also 
°t onheaths, It is characterised by an exudation from 
j the skin, open condition of coat, rapid appearance of 
scattered elevated patches. Asa rule there is no des- 
quamation and no sequel of importance have been noted, 
until this case of horse-pox supervening calls our 
attention. 

Contagious Pustular Stomatitis—This is purely a local 
ae disease. The active agent in its propagation appears vola- 
ie tile ; and apparently it is propagated by means of harness, 
and utensils ; warm weather increases materially its inten- 
sity,spread andduration. The contagion is most readily 
trancferable through the medium of wounds, and by simple 
contact ; it is unattended by fever, or great disturbance of 
any kind. Next to glanders, stomatitis pustulosa is most 
frequently mistaken for horse-pox ; the eruptions, how- 
ever, are not so large asin the genuine horse-pox, and 
the latter do not, as a rule, first appear in the mouth. 
The lesions of stomatitis begin usually on the edges of 
the nostrils, but show none of the symptoms character- 
ising glanders ; inoculation with the matter of pustular 
stomatitis does not produce glanders. The eruption is 

round, discrete, and covered by a peculiar brown crust 
showing healthy granulations situated beneath: the 
ii edges are surrounded by healthy skin. The sores 
— in eight days. It may affect the 

ucous membrane of the septum-nasi. 
disease is a benign one. 
Next we have “ Grease,”’—Steatorrh ich j 

| disease of gradual development, whereas 
den in its attack. The local lesions are propagated, and if 

severe there is systemic disturbance, which ta idl 
abates when médicinal agents are given internall L 
| applications should 

pplications should be carried out at the same ti 

with due attention to cleanliness of the om 
dryness, etc. The lesions of grease are ofte 8 
ntimes 

; ¢ in character, and are then less amenable to ¢ t 
ment than those characteristic of a vari 1 ro om 
ery any of the discharges from grease does 
ot produce horse-pox. The apparent simularity he- 


to horse-pox disappears when the surface of the skin is: 
exposed by clipping away the hair, and freeing it from 

the viscid matter and crusts by soap and water. If the 
disease is horse-pox there will be observed either circu- 

lar cupiliform sores, after removal of the epidermic 

crust from the pustules—these epidermic crusts being 
still attached with the tuft of hair through them, though 

adhering but slightly—or, when the papular sores have- 
become pyogenic, the presence of some of the exuberant 

granulations projecting above the level of the skin are 
very characteristic. 

In variola the fluid in the pustules is in some cases so- 
abundant as to flow over the adjacent parts, generally in 
proportion as the discharge increases and the swelling 
and lameness observed at the commencement of the 
malady disappears. The character of this discharge has. 
been already described, but it may once more be stated 
that its viscid consistency, foetid, ammoniacal odour, the- 
bristle like erect hairs, and the engorgement of the limb, 
give the disease when it is located in the extremities, a 
very striking resemblance to grease. At times this dis- 
charge is absent, and there then is only hot and painful 
swelling of the hind limb, terminating in an abscess. 
containing matter which by inoculation produces. 
cow-pox. 

With a malady, which in its destructive and propo- 
gable properties always demands our serious attention, 
and when errors in diagnosis bring about oftimes serious 
results, and death to the human subject ; the diagnosis 
of these diseases is very important, as there can be little 
doubt, but that in one or other of its forms, horse-pox 
has been mistaken for glanders or farcy. 

Horse-pox, when it appears at the lower extremity of 
the limbs, may be compared with inflammation of the 
lymphatic vessels, and glands and abscesses may form 
along the course of these, or in the subjacent cellular’ 
tissue of the skin on which the confluent pustules are 
located. These give the disease a certain analogy to 
farcy, for which it may be mistaken, otherwise between 
the pustule of variola and the farcy tumour or bud, the 
difference is so marked, that a mistake cannot be made. 
In horse-pox, when the pustules have been confluent 
there is always an ulcer remaining with a sharply defined 
margin, this uleer has a great tendency to cicatrization,. 
and the pus which is thrown off from its surface is of a 
— character. This is not the case with a farcy 
ulcer. 

When the eruption of horse-pox is confined to the 
Schneiderian mucous membrane, errors in diagnosis are 
yet more likely to occur. 

The identity of the situation with that of acute 
glanders, and the similarity of some of the symptoms 
common to the two maladies, render mistakes easy, 
more especially as the great danger of infection from a 
glandered horse may cause the veterinary surgeon to get 
through his examination as quickly as possible. Nothing 
so closely resembles acute glanders as a confluent erup- 
tion of horse pox in the nasal cavities accompanied 
by discharge, painful tumefaction of the submaxillary 
lympathic glands, a flux of tears, dulness, general 
debility ete., and the resemblance becomes closer if the 
eruption appears at the same time on the lips, and the 
pustules there enlarge and ulcerate from external in- 
jury, giving rise to inflamed lymphatic vessels. The 
chances of error are then so great that for a long time 
the benignant eruption of horse-pox has been looked 
upon as one of the special features of the glanders and 
farcy condition. Dard, in 1840, had called attention 
to the mistake and Bouley,soon after, had occasion to 
notice it. The last named authority had many oppor 


tunites of satisfying himself as to the different sy™P- 
toms of the two maladies, though for many years not 


tween grease, as affecting the lower portion of the limbs 
> 


recognising the exact nature of horse-pox, he design 
The primary element © 


it herpes phlyctensenodes, 
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this eruption, he says in a clinical lecture, “ is a trans- 
parent pimple developed on an inflamed base, and re- 
sembling in shape a phlyctcena; the pimple in its evo- 
lution becomes lactescent through the change that takes 
place in the serosity it contains, then it is altogether 
purulent, finally it bursts, and instead of leaving, as in 
giandere, a rodent chancre, its presence is only marked 
y loss of epithelium on a circumscribed surface corres- 
ponding to the space it occupied. This constitutes a 
a strongly marked difference between the two diseases. 
When, indeed, we compare this approaching vesicular 
eruption and that of glanders we shall see how great are 
the differences between them. When the glanderous 
eruption is about to take place the nasal membrane is of 
an uniform deep-saffron hue; in places there are red, 
circular or elliptical patches, about the size of a franc, 
at these the membrane swells and projects above the other 
portions of the membrane constituting the pustules. At 
st salient, rounded at their summits, of a reddish-violet 
¢eolour—which contrasts strongly with the bright red areola 
encircling them—and hard to the touch, these pustules soon 
become white at the top; they then exhibit in their 
centre a very characteristic leaden hue in the middle of 
the red circle surrounding them. At this period of 
maturity the pustule bursts aud discharges a sero- 
purulent fluid, which is tenacious, like the white of an 
egg, aud forms a semi-transparent exudation on its sur- 
face. Nosooner is it opened than the pustule is re- 
placed by achancre exactly the same in dimensions— 
the borders of this chancre are of a deep red colour, 
Swollen and prominent, at the bottom it is grey in hue 
and granular, with a semi-transparent serous matter 
covering it. This chancre rarely remains stationary in 
its dimensions ; mere frequently it extends with great 
rapidity, becomes deeper, and as it spreads transforms 
the pituitary surface into a large sore, the borders and 
centre of which offer the same aspect as the primary 
chancre. The pustular eruption of glanders is some- 
times discrete, though generally it is confluent, and 
when ulceration invades the agglomerated pustules it 
converts them all into one vast chancre, which in a 
brief space invades the whole extent of the membrane 
in depth as well as on surface, not unfrequently in- 
volving and destroying the cartilaginous septum of the 
nose. The chancre of acute glanders may sometimes 
icatrize, but the mucous membrane is never regenerated 
at the spot it occurred, being replaced by a very dense 
white tissue thicker than the membrance for which it is 
substituted, and it consequently stands above the sur- 
rounding level. The cicatrix is composed of fibres 
which radiate from the centre towards the circum- 
ee, in the stellate fashion. The presence of this 
indelible cicatrix betrays the loss of substance that has 
taken place in the membrane.” 

Such are the ulcerations of acute glanders, and it will 
be observed that the differences between them and horse- 
pox are all the more marked as the eruption of each pas- 
ses through all its phases; forasmuch as with time the 
Symptoms of acute glanders increase in tendency—the 
= horse-pox only requires a few days to run its course, 

ppear, and leave no trace of its existence. It it only 
at the initial period that there exists any particular re- 
semblance between them. 

Having alluded to the diseases which confront us in 
ome with equine variola, and with which it behoves 
A ° ¥ familiar in general details, it remains for 
a ich. conclude my essay to give briefly the symptoms 

"1 were met with in the black mare to which if have 
alluded. 
i Pood ps. recognise five cases since 1883, which I diag- 
Pr as genuine horse-pox, and I feel sure that diagnusis 
ana for by ,inoculation the disease was repro- 
ak in an unmistakeable form. 
k mare, 7 years old, employed in 1887 by Messrs. 


Peters and Sons, Brewers, Portsmouth, had been in the 
omplos of this firm for six months, and up to this attack 
had not been ill nor failed to do all the work 
required ofher. My attention was drawn to her, after 
she had appeared dull, with slight cough for three or four 
days ; the foreman decided upon resting her, aud drew 
my attention to her in consequence. Fa a bein 
very prevalent in Portsmouth among the ’bus horses 
Messrs. Andrew and Son, of Cardiff, extra precautions 
were exercised in dealing with any cases, where large 
numbers of horses were concerned especially. 

Examination revealed dulness, loss of appetite, in- 
creased thirst, followed on the 3rd, 4th and 5th days by 
increased fever in progressive degree, and upheaval of 
hair in several parts of the trunk, followed on the 6th 
day by a slight discharge from right eye of a glairy 
mucous character, slight reddening of coujunctive, and 
on the 7th day by an appearance of a number of dis- 
crete papules of no very great dimensions over the trunk. 
Temperature on this day 104, on the 8th 104'5, 9th 1046. 
This state af affairs continued until the 10th day, when 
the papules were distinctly marked, especi as 
scattered here and there were little erect tufts of hair 
denoting their wherabouts. A few had already become 
vesicular in nature, the lymph contents being easily per- 
ceived. These vesicles were depressed or umbilicated to- 
wards the centre, and on the 11th day had assumed a 
pustular character, the envelopes of the vesicles being 
distended to their fullest extent. On the 12th day, 
an eruption of pearly white vesicles appeared in the 
mouth, a few on the free borders of the tongue, and 
around the nostrils. The vesicles were clearly defined 
from the reddened mucous membrane of the mouth, 
painful to the touch, and accompanied by marked saliva- 
tion, the saliva hanging in shreds from the mouth ; and 
food was partaken of with difficulty. Fever, great be- 
fore the advent of the dermic eruption, psine Ss in the 
vesicular, becoming more marked when the vesicles had 
become pustules and confluent; those which appeared 
along the course of the flexor-tendons of fore-legs and 
heels of both bind declining soon afterwards, that is as 
desiccation advanced. A few vesicles appeared on the 
off hind heels, anterior surface of off hock, and inside 
knees, accompanied by a highly fotid odour, very 
characteristic of this disease. 

Desquamation commenced on the 13th day, and on the 
14th day appeared general. Cardiac disturbance was 
great on this day, evinced by oedema of chest, jugular 
pulse, irregularity of cardiac or messes | pulse, by 
pain on pressure of chest walls, fixing of h in corner 
of loose box, with no attempt at lying down. Oatmeal 
gruel, bran mashes or linseed boiled, were just nibbled 
at, or partaken of but little. There was cedema of near 
fore, and at the fetlocks of all four limbs, which were 
passe to the touch ; the pustules along the limbs from 

ocks and knees downwards were large, the limb re- 
sembling a sieve in appearance, from which serum ex- 
uded in quantities. y the 20th day desiccation had 
been completed. There was loss of hair to a slight 
extent, and weakness, but she soon regained sufficient 
strength under a course of tonic treatment to work for a 
long period, and without developing any secondary 
attack, or sequelz. 

The treatment pursued was palliative. It was a case 
where full liberty of action was ours, the owners bein 
afraid of any spread, even after apparent recovery h 
taken place; we could therefore watch the ease more 
fully than ordinary. Cleanliness was rigidly observed. 
Where danger existed from flies, we kept the pustular 
discharges well protected with antiseptic gauze dress- 
ings ; the mouth eruptions were washed with pot. chlor. 
solutions, aeemeian with pot. bicarb and glycerine. 
Stable disinfected with carbolic acid, and drains sluiced 
with pot. permang. In the water or gruel was placed 
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_ salicylic acid and pot. bicarb powders alternately, 


especially when the febrile symptoms were marked. 
Enforced use of certain stable implements for the 
case in hand, and destruction of them afterwards to- 
gether with the moss litter used for bedding. In seven 
weeks from her first entry into the infirmary of my em- 
ployer Mr. J. T. Gregory, M.R.C.V.S., she was at work 
again. I need not enter more minutely into particu- 
lars, as the symptoms in general closely approached 
those given at the commencement of this essay. 

Professor Williams records a case as far back as 1872 
of what he considered a genuine case of horse-pox, and 
strange to say an outbreak of small-pox was then raging 
in Edinburgh. 

The vitality of the virus has not been satisfactorily 
determined, but though lacking the extreme virulency 
of some other contagious diseases, it resists severe phy- 
sical and chemical tests. It would appear, however, 
that the epidermic crusts preserve their vital properties 
for along time, for if macerated in glycerine for 24 
hours, a fluid may be obtained sufficiently active to pro- 
duce, when inoculated, well developed pustules. 

In conclusion, Mr. President and Gentlemen, I beg to 
thank you for your kindly and patient consideration of 
my essay ; I must apologise for its length,and for the im- 
perfections which exist. I feel sure that the many inter- 
esting features of the disease, its limited extent in Great 
Britain according to many veterinarians induced me to 
collect material bordering on this interesting affection. 
My opinion is it exists more extensively in Great Britain 
than is usually allowed, and from its mildness escapes 
detection. The danger, however, of its being con- 
founded with glanders, farcy, or other dermic affections 
has induced a comparative resume of facts and observa- 
tions relative to diseases which require strict attention 
and consideration. I trust by your kindly discussion 
you may in one way or another place this affection 
more definitely among the fevers of a special nature 
as existing among horses in this country and 
elsewhere. 

Discussion. 

Mr. Huntine said he had listened with very much 
pleasure to the somewhat full and elaborate paper. The 
disease, so far as his experience went, was rare—perhaps 
he ought to put it that his experience of this disease 
was very slight. He remembered a cob being sent up to 
town from a place where cows were kept. It had been in 
London only a few days when sore-throat developed. 
In a day or two pustules appeared on the outside of his 
lips, and broken vesicles inside the mouth. The sore- 
throat increased, and there was a discharge from the 
nose. There was also a swelling of the glands, and he 
once thought it was a case of glanders. It became 
well in about three weeks. He regretted that he 
did not take the proper scientific interest in the 
case that he should have done and test it by inocu- 
lation. Another cob that had been in contact with 
this one showed the same symptoms. This second cub 
mended very slowly. There was a good deal of distur- 
bance, and a good deal of sore-throat again, but there 
was a pronounced vesicular eruption on the inside of the 
lips. Mr. Hunting referred to a third case, and said in 
all three there were symptoms similar to those described 
by Mr. Mahon as indicating horse-pox. Referring to 
stomatitis he said he failed to recognise any difference 
between pustular stomatitis and horse-pox. If there 
was a marked difference he should be glad to hear it 
He wanted to know a good deal more about these micro. 
roe en appearances before he was inclined to think 
~ “ — were of much use to the clinical study of 

Mr. Douuar said he knew nothin i 
He had seen a few cases of allied 
not think that much was to be got from the mere 


study of allied diseases. One of the prominent symp- 
toms in horse-pox,so far as clinical study was concerned, 
seemed to be the appearance of the vesicle in the 
first instance ; and the fact that it went through a cer- 
tain course of appearances differing in their order and 
consequences from those of allied diseases was valuable 
as differentiating between that and other diseases. Mr. 
Mahon had gone into the subject so fully that probably 
it was impossible at the present time to add anything 
to the general knowledge—certainly it was so far as he 
was concerned, 

Prof. Pensertuy said he had no intention of occupy- 
ing their time with any lengthened remarks on the 
paper. He thought it was incumbent on a Society like 
this to decide certain points. Representing practitioners 
dealing with the largest number of horses in any part 
of the world in a given area, they ought to decide whe- 
ther they did commonly meet with variola equina. In 
order to arrive at 2 conclusion on that point it was abso- 
lutely essential that practitioners should understand 
what the disease was in giving points of differentiation 
between this and other diseases. Mr. Mahon had done 
good work, but still there was some room for enlightened 
differentiation particularly that one described as stoma- 
titis pustulosa contagiosa. Of course his friend,Mr. Doilar, 
was absolutely correct in the stand he took that they 
recognised as variola, whether in man or the lower ani- 
mals, a disease which ran through more or less definitely 
certain phases, these occupying certain definite periods. 
He should like the opinion of the members as to the 
general prevalence of equine variola in their different 
practices. So far as he was concerned, he had only met 
with two cases, and they were brought from America. 
They were said to be the first cases, but he had grave 
doubts about that, and he differed from the majority of 
his fellows who saw them. It was a matter worthy of 
their attention, and they should state there their ex- 
perience of the disease in the metropolis. 1t would save 
a lot of talking, perhaps, if the Chairman put the qnes- 
to individual members. 

Mr. Rogerson said he had had a little experience with 
regard to this pustular eruption. He had on several 
occasions met with them on the nostrils and lips, and 
other parts of the body. He remembered a young 
brown mare which had an outbreak on the near side of 
her face, the near side of her body, and her off hind leg, 
the latter being also much swollen and very painful. 
It did not seem to affect her very much constitutionally 
He, thinking it was a suspicious case, isolated her. She 
gradually recovered after he had given her a few tonics, 
and applied astringent lotion to the places. 

The CHarrmMan then acted upon Prof. Penberthy’s 
suggestion, when but a very ee minority of the meet- 
ing indicated that they had met with cases‘of equine 
variola. 

The Cuarrman said he had only seen two cases in his 
professional life. One was a Russian pony, and these: 
pustules covered the head in large patches running one 
into the other. He applied carbolic acid water, but in 
his opinion they did not want’ much treatment beyond 
giving them something just to reduce the fever. 

Mr. Wituts said this was a common disorder in 
Russian ponies. 

Mr. Duck referred to cases that had come under his. 
notice where the constitutional symptoms were slight 
and hardly noticeable, and where the horses got well 
without any treatment at all. But after reading Dr. 
Fleming's paper on Variola it was a question whether or 
not these might not be called horse-pox. He had three 
cases of stomatitis in young horses, and he was inclined 
to think that it could not be horse-pox. 

Mr. Mutvey said some few years ago he came across 


a few cases in the North of England. His attention was- 
brought to them by the peculiarity of the vesicles on the 
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mouth, and he made a very careful examination there 
and others he had noticed since were imported 
cases. 

Prof. PensertTHyY said he had heard nothing to con- 
vince him that they had not been dealing with stoma- 
titis in the cases that the several members had refer- 
red to. 

Mr. Huwntine said he should like to ask the last 
speaker whether the so-called cases of stomatitis were 
not horse-pox as they could not recognise one from the 
other. 

Prof. PENBERTHY agreed they wanted to be certain 
what was stomatitis and what was horse-pox. They did 
not know. 

The Cuairman asked Mr. Mahon whether he could 
give the distinctive signs between the two. 

Mr. Manon said he wanted to know whether horse- 
pox existed or not. He had seen stomatitis and recug- 
nised it, and he had also seen and recognised horse-pox ; 
and what he had observed agreed with statements made 
by men who had had more experience than English 
veterinarians on the subject. Further, he had recog- 
nised this distinction—that in stomatitis the eruption 
was generally discrete. The eruptions were smaller and 
surrounded by healthy patches of skin, but in cases of 
horse-pox he had seen no healthy skin around them. 
There was no sore throat in stomatitis. | He took notes 
of his cases and kept them several years, and after read- 
ing of the experiments made in different countries on 
the subject he thought it would be wise to bring the 
subject before a meeting of this society, to ascertain 
whether the members had seen this disease or not. He 
would like to ask the President if he would allow the 
discussion to be continued at their next meeting. If 
the cases he had described were not horse-pox, what 
were they ? 

Mr. Huntine proposed that the discussion be resumed 
at their next meeting. 

Prof. PENBERTHY seconded the proposition which was 
carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman on the proposition 
of Prof. Penberthy closed the proceedings. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


*An Enquiry! Wuat was ConTEMPORARY VETERINARY 

SciENCE DONE TOWARDS THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE 

HEALING ART, AND WHEREIN IS THERE sCOPE FOR 
FurtHER DEVELOPMENT 


By J. Surcuirre Hurnpatt, M.R.C.V.S. 


(Continued from page 35). 

The question now presents itself; is there such a 
thing asalaw in nature by which to determine the 
selection of a drug in the treatment of disease? Years 
ago Dr. Sydenham, styled the Father of English medi- 
cine, evidently felt keenly the want of some guiding law 
for he said; “the method whereby in my opinion the 
art of medicine may be advanced turns chiefly upon what 
follows, viz. there must be some fixed, definite and con- 
summate method of healing of which the common weal may 
have the advantage. By fixed, definite and consum- 
mate I mean a line of practice which has been based and 
built upon a sufficient number of experiments, and has 


* Read at the Meeting at Didcot, June 26th 


in that manner been proved competent to the cure of 
this or that disease.”’* 

Hahnemann discovered after a sufficient number of 
experiments that a fixed, definite and consummate 
method of healing existed in nature, namely, “ similia 
similibus cwrentur;”? Likes are to be treated with likes. 
Some thinkers take exception, and object to the possi- 
bility of there being a fixed and general law in 
medicine; but why? Has not every department of 
nature which has been sufficiently studied to constitute 
a science been founded upon some general facts or laws ? 
Take specific gravity or the relative weight of bodies dis- 
covered by Archimedes, there are fixed laws for its de- 
termination! Then there is Galileo’s discovery which 
forms the basis of mechanics. “The less force equals 
the greater by moving through more space in the same 
time.” Again we have Newton’s law of gravitation ; 
the laws of Kepler in astronomy ; the law in chemistry 
well-known to you all, that “elementary or simple 
bodies combine with each other to form compound 
bodies in definite or fixed proportions.” Also Colonel 
Reid’s discovery that storms move in a circle. All 
these are well-known laws that have been well proved ; 
“before they were known the departments to which 
they severally belong were characterised by blunders and 
guess work, into which they have introduced method 
and certainty.”’ Why, therefore, should there be any 
difficulty in imagining the possibility of a law in medi- 
cine. Merely stating that there is no law does not alter 
the fact ; and if there is this law, which we homao- 
pathists affirm, how is it that allopaths don’t honestly 
investigate the facts, and so render it unnecessary to 
have to make such lamentable confessions of ignorance 
as these I have quoted from Prof. Gairdner’s address, 
In utilizing this law of nature, which affirms that likes 
by likes ave cured, it must be distinctly uaderstood as 
laid down by Dr. Hughes that you must “ obtain all the 
symptoms you possibly can, both in proving your medi- 
cines and in examining your patients ; then in prescrib- 
ing for an individual case select that remedy which 
corresponds most nearly to the totality of the symptoms 
present.”’ 

I remember once hearing one of our own profession 
who was at College with myself, and is now a learned 
Professor (of course all Professors are learned) make a 
remark to the effect, “ Why, you treat symptoms, you don’t 
treat the disease:’’ and I am fully convinced by the way 
in which it was said the gentleman thought he had 
fairly sat upon me, and that henceforth I should not be 
able to raise an argument in favour of homceopathy ; 
indeed he went so far as to condescendingly insorm me 
that as I gained more experience I should “ soon turn it 
up in disgust.’ That was some eight or nine years 
ago, and am I disposed to turn it up in disgust! cer- 
tainly not! I am more than ever convinced of the truth 
of the system!! But where did the force of this gen- 
tleman’s sneer and cynicism tell most! Why it rebounded 
upon himself and served to exemplify his astounding 
ignorance, for is not every disease a mere group of 
symptoms ; the symptoms being the sign-post to direct 
you in the way to heal your patient. The differences be- 
tween my professional friend aud myself are twain ; 
first he has been taken by the hand and promoted to the 
honourable position of a teacher, and as a matter of 
course is a “ Fellow ;’’ [am but a humble practitioner 
and a Member—plain Member. Secondly, my friend like 
most allopaths is doubtless satisfied with one symptom, 
lest he should be charged with symptom treating; | am 
not satisfied until I discover every possible symptom 
that can be found, not only those that are on the sur- 
face but those also that lie beneath, objective and sub- 
jective, superficial and deep. 


* Works of Sydenham, Vol. I. p. 17. 
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Permit me now to offer a few illustration of simple 
treatment according to the Law of Nature, similia simi- 
libus curentur. 

Any person or animal taking poisonous doses of corro- 
sive sublimate will evacuate green, slimy and bloody 
fooces ; this drug I rely upon, in doses which are too 
small to produce these effects, in all cases of simple, un- 
complicated dysentery, because the evacuations are pre- 
cisely similar to those brought on in a healthy person by 
an overdose of this mercurial preparation ; I have never 
known it fail, and notwithstanding Professor Gairdner 
and all his diatribes against mercury I shall continue to 
rely upon it in such cases. By the aid of Hahnemann’s 
law I eos found out what the Professor with all his 
learning seems to have missed, or overlooked, or per- 
versely declined to see. Again mercury acts very de- 
cidedly upon the salivary glands, therefore mercury 
ought to, and does, cure uncomplicated mumps in 
children. Again, mercury in over doses produces ulcer- 
ated throats, swellings of the bones, and eruptions on 
the skin in precisely the same form, and with the same 
appearance as those diseases in which these pathological 
conditions are present, and neither you nor any medical 
man shall tell the one form from the other. Mercury 
given in appreciable doses of the crude drug to these 
cases would assuredly aggravate the one where the symp- 
toms were due to the drug, while it would as certainly 
cure the other. 

Everyone knows that ipecacuanha excites vomiting, 
it also causes hcemorrhage from different parts, but this 
micas isnot so well known. I could recite particu- 
ars of a number of most interesting cases, both in the 
human subject and among dogs, where this remedy ad- 
ministered in small and highly attenuated doses has 
arrested vomiting, and hoemorrhage of the bowels; a 
refined distinction. for the latter symptom is, that the 
blood must be bright red as from the arterial system. 

Veterinarians will readily acknowledge, as the result 
of frequent practice, that opium constipates the bowels. 
I have known numbers of cases among horses and cows, 
as well as inthe human subject, where small doses of 
opium relieve constipation, more especially when symp- 
toms of coma or apoplexy were present. 

Cantharides, when used as a vesicant, sometimes pro- 
duces strangury as I have no doubt many of you have 
discovered before now to your cost; it is a most effica- 
cous remedy for this and other complaints of the blad- 
der when arising from other causes, such as cold—ad- 
ministered of course in minute doses. 

It is well known to every member of the veterinary 
er gees that such drugs as aloes, colocynth and rhu- 

arb, when administered in sufficiently large doses pro- 

duce each a diarrhea, and 1 say a diarrhea because there 
is a most decided differentiation between these drugs in 
the kind of diarrhcea each produces, in the kind 
of pain each brings on, together with the seat 
of the pain which is distinctive, in the violence of 
the action as well as several other features of a patho- 
genetic character peculiar to each, which are extremely 
interesting to observe, and which to the homeepathist 
serve as landmarks to guide one in the proper selection 
of a drug when a case of diarrhoea has to be treated. [ 
remember one case brought to me when practising in 
Liverpool ; a butcher’s horse, the subject of chronic 
diarrhoea, which only came on when the horse was at 
work, never affecting him when at rest. The horse had 
been treated by three local practitioners, but to no pur- 
pose whatever ; the peculiar symptom referred to was 
mentioned to me; I went home, turned to my Materi 

Medica, and there I found this pathogenetic oy m 
. ymptom 

among the provings of rhubarb. “Active exercise bri 

on diarrhea,’ administered rhubarb three 

day in doses of ten drops of the third decimal eben 

tion of the tincture, and after three days’ treatment the 


horse was perfectly cured, and never had diarrhoea again 
up to the time I left Liverpool, two years after the 
period of treatment. I mentioned this case just to 
show you what nice distinctions have to be made some- 
times in the selection of a suitable drug over such an 
ordinary, every-day sort of complaint as diarrhea, and 
further, that a drug that will produce diarrhoea will, if 
selected according to the totality of the symptoms, cure 
a similar natural disease when present. 

I could continue to furnish you with illustrations, al- 
most ad infinitum, for the Materia Medica proves that 
every drug known to science has its own special and 
peculiar disease-producing qualities, while 
serves to show that each in its turn may be made to do 
useful service at the bedside of the sick or in the stable 
when applied according to the homeepathic law. The 
illustrations I have mentioned are of the simplest kind, 
and such as any with a knowledge of pathology like you 
all possess, together with an acquaintance of the pecu- 
liar pathogenetic action of the drugs referred to could 
turn to account ; but are you not frequently placed in 
the positton of being unable to give a precise definition, 
from the standpoint of a pathologist, of what an animal 
is suffering from ; can you always, during life, give a 
scientific name to every case of illness that comes under 
your care? If you can, you are in a far better position 
than myself, for I am frequently baffled in such an 
attempt. Herein comes a great advantage to the 
homeepathist ; he does not trouble himself about the 

athological description, but sets to work to discover all 
io can about his patient ; he avails himself of the ther- 
mometer, the stethoscope, the pulse indications ; and 
every available morbid phenomenon that he can possibly 
discover to determine what is wrong; and having ob- 
tained a mental picture looks to his.Materia Medica to 
find a similar case of raedicinal disease, and having found 
it, administers this drug. I am by no means slow to 
admit that such a procedure makes a considerable de- 
mand upon time, thought and memory; and that a 
much more intimate acquaintance with the specific 
qualities of drugs and their action is required than is 
obtainable at any of the Colleges as Materia Medica is 
now taught ; moreover I am quite convinced that until 
the various College Authorities see their way to the ele- 
vation of Materia Medica to a much higher platform 
than it at present occupies and much more time is devoted 
to its study, students will never be able to make them- 
selves properly acquainted with the action and proper- 
ties of drugs so as to successfully utilise them in daily 
practice. It is only among homeceopathic literature 
where the science of Materia Medica can be studied so as 
acquire a definite and complete knowledge, of the abso- 
lute and positive properties of drugs, and if this is not 
properly understood it is impossible for medical or 
veterinary practicioners to successfully solve the 
many problems which come before them in their daily 
capacities as curers of disease. It would not be at all 
an unreasonable thing, that you should expect me to 
furnish you with some proofs of the absolute success of 
the homeepathic principle, more especially as compared 
with the allopathic, and this | am willing to do, although 
I must bear in mind that I have already occupied far too 
much time and have, I fear, drawn very extensively upon 
your patience. Asis probably well-known to most present,. 
the adherents of homeepathy in the veterinary profes- 
sion are very few, indeed, with the exception or Mr. 
Moore, his brother and myself, I know of none who have 
made an open confession of faith in, and practice of, the 
system ; it wonld therefore, perhaps, be impossible to 
produce authorised statistics from such sources; but I 
assume you will uot take exception to my presenting 
some statistics of a comparative character of the results 
of the homeepathic practice in various Hospitals, as it 
may be taken for granted that if it is succcssful in the 
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treatment of the human subject there is no reasonable 

und for questioning its probable success among the 
sor animals, because if it is a principle or law of 
nature as we affirm, it must be applicable to the lower 
animal orders as well as to the higher. The source of 
my information is found in a controversy on homceo- 
pathy which took place some years ago, having on one 
side Dr. Routh, who wrote a pamphlet entitled “the 
fallacies of Homceopathy,’’ and on the other the late Dr. 
Sharp, who undertook to defend the system in reply to 
various medical writers: the statistics are Dr. Routh’s, 
therefore are from the opposition school; and they are 
taken from cases of the following diseases treated re- 
spectively in the Allopathic and Homeepathic Hospitals 
in Vienna :— 


Mortatirty. 
Allopathic Homeopathic 

Pneumonia oe 23 5 per cent. 
Pleurisy one 13 3 
Peritonitis 13 4 
Dysentery 22 3 
Fever,excludingTyphus 9 2 
Typhus pia 16 14 


In addition Dr. Routh gives statistics of all diseases 
in Hospitals in London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool. 
Vienna. Leipsic, Ling and other places ; the following is 
the grand total result :-— 

Allopathic 10°5 per Cent. 
Homeepathic 44 ,, - 


You will probably ask the question which suggested 
itself to others at the time, if Dr. Routh compiled these 
statistics and believed in them, how was it that he was 
still found an opponent, and writing against the system, 
for on the face of such figures one would conclude that 
the question was settled. I quote from Dr. Sharp for 
an explanation: “It excites surprise to discover that 
the best way Dr. Routh can find to obviate the conclu- 
sion thus unavoidably suggested, is to bring two grave 
accusations against the gentleman having the care of 
the homeepathic hospitals, without evidence except of a 
very unsubstantial character, to support his charge. He 
accuses them of selecting their cases, that is, of wilful 
fraud ; and of false diagnosis or mistaking the nature of 
the diseases, that is of great ignorance. It will be ad- 
mitted by all that the most unequivocal facts ought to 
be brought forward to justify such aspersions as these 
upon the moral character and professional qualications 
of any body of men. I might answer these charges 
very briefly but it is an old observation that—There is 
nothing which cannot by an ill way of telling it be made 
to appear evil.” 

I quite agree with Dr. Sharp that such charges are 
unworthy the notice of any honest men: unfortunately 
for the credit and honour of the medical profession there 
have since those days been many of its members who 
have descended to equally objectionable and despicable 
methods of opposition against those who had the courage 
of their convictions, and boldly avowed their faith in 
homeeopathy. Various and bitter persecution has been 
the experience of many homceopathists from the domi- 
nant and orthodox shoal of medicine. If you want 
evidence of it, look back over the files of The Lancet, 
and you will have no difficulty in finding articles on the 
subject that, had they appeared in any of our veterinary 
journals, would have made your cheeks burn with 
shame; and yet the medical profession boasts of its 
liberality. Alas! it is a liberality, where homeopathy is 
concerned, that exists in words rather than’ deeds. 
Before leaving this very unpleasant reminiscence of the 
past, I must add with much pride that not one in- 
stance, so far as I know, has ever been brought to the 
light of day, where a veterinary surgeon has ever re- 
sorted to such dishonouring weapons of attack against 


a professional brother who, as the result of conviction, 
has advocated and practised the principals of homeo- 
thy. 

e might easily occupy much more of your time with 
statistics, all of which can be satisfactorily verified in 
proof of the overwhelming superiority of the hom«o- 
pathic treatment over that of the old school in such aw- 
fully fatal diseases as cholera, yellow fever, and typhus 
fever, but such as I have given must for the present 
suffice. In the earlier part of the paper I have dealt 
with the failures of the so called protective inoculations 
against diseases which are considered to be dependant 
upon the presence of the living organisms. I hoped to 
have been able to dilate at considerable length upon the 
fact that homceopathic treatment can cure infections 
diseases which are dependent upon living germs, but I 
must content myself with only a very short reference 
thereto, as I have already said, it has been shown as the 
result of bacteriological work, that many diseases have 
specific germs peculiar to themselves, and it is not un- 
reasonable to anticipate that in course of time all such 
diseases will be proved to have their own specific or- 
ganisms; but valuable as such information doubtless is, 
and may continue to he, it does not help us to cure the 
diseases. 

It has been shown by those who have made a special 
study of the subject, that it is impossible to destroy 
germs that have once entered the blood and the tissues 
by the ordinary germ-killing treatment, and the internal 
administration of germ-killing drugs has been aban- 
doned. Dr, Hayward, of Liverpool, who has given very 
careful consideration to this subject, considers that 
medicines selected on homoeopathic indications, and 
given even in infinitessimal doses cut short infectious dis- 
eases dependent on living germs by assisting nature to 
rdsist the disturbing germs, aud helping her to restore 
the normal action, and repair the damage done. 

Dr. Hayward’s experience has taught him to consider 
that different disease germs, like all other living things, 
grow and multiply under different conditions, and live 
on different kinds oftood. The blood that is food for 
one kind of germ may be poison for another, so that by 
altering the character of the blood the means of exis- 
tence are destroyed; and he considers that drugs have 
the power of so altering the condition of the blood that 
the germs cannot live in it. In proof of this he in- 
stances, what he has proved in a long and successful 
practice, to the facts that the germs of ague cannot 
flourish in blood that is under the influence of quinine ; 
nor the germs of yellow fever in blood that is under the 
influence of the serpent venom known as crotalus ; nor 
the germs of smooth scarlet fever in blood that is under 
the influence of belladonna ; nor those of Asiatic cholera 
in that under the influence of camphor; nor those of 
vesicular erysipelas in that under the influence of rhus 
toxicodenaron—he maintains from experience that 
homeeopathically selected drugs have the power to pro- 
duce alterations in the blood analogous to different 
morbid states so as to induce a kind of immunity 
against germ diseases; but how to select them is a 
matter of vital importance. which can only be deter- 
mined when you have the case before you, with the 
totality of the symptoms as your guide. He says, “ the 
medicine chosen must be one, the poisunous effects of 
which resemble those resulting from the presence of the 
particular germ.’’ These germ-diseases have always 
proved the bane of our profession, and with many of 
them we have so far proved ourselves unequal to cope, 
except by what seems to be the very irrational method of 
stamping out. I am not going to say that under ex- 
isting conditions the stamping-out procedure is not the 
right one, but it certainly does strike me as being an 
exceptionally wasteful and unsatisfactory course of pro- 
cedure; at the same time I maintain there is ample 
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scope for further development in the conduct of research 
to test the value of therapeutic treatment. Among 
our patients the rapidity with which some germ-diseases 
do their fatal work, and the indifference manifested by 
the majority of stock-owners to the sufficiently prompt 
summoning of veterinary aid, are in themselves power- 
ful arguments against ever ‘expecting to effect much 


‘practical good in this direction; but even these ap- 


parently insuperable barriers to success do not seem to 
me to be sufficiently valid reasons for declining to put 
therapeutic treatment to the test of experience, and I 
cannot but think we shall be failing in our duty as a 
profession if we continue to rest and be thaukful with 
our present state of therapeutics. 

In the human subject the anthracoid disease, recog- 
nised under the term malignant pustule, has been cured 
by one of the serpent poisons, either lachesis or crotalus, 
and why? Because on the healthy subject the poisons 
produce symptoms exactly similar to those which present 
themselves in anthrax. Among others an incoagulable 
condition of the blood, actual disorganisation of the 
muscular tissue, local gangrene, blood mixed with diar- 
rheic feces, and the urine scanty, dark, and turbid. I 
have good reason to believe that, if taken in time, a 
majority of the cases of anthracoid disease among our 
patients might be cured by the proper administration of 
one of these drugs. 

I have no doubt whatever that if a very small frac- 
tional proportion of the number of experiments that 
are yearly made in the way of bacteriological research 
were devoted to properly test the value of Hahnemann’s 
scientific law of therapeutics in the cure of many dis- 
eases now considered by veterinarians as absolutely in- 
curable, the results would astound every oue concerned ; 
and every-day experience serves to convince me more 
and more that in this direction there is unlimited scope 
for further development in scientific research. 

When properly understood and appreciated the 
homeopathic law of drug selection assumes the pro- 
portions of a vast superstructure which the more you 
study it develops into vaster and more imposing dimen- 
sions, and like the house built upon the rock it is im- 
pregn able against all the storms of carping criticism, 

ecause it is based upon the solid foundation of truth. 
These very imperfect suggestions I earnestly commend 
to your thoughtful and careful consideration, in the 
sincere hope that some of my professional brethren may 
be induced to make an intelligent and conscientious 


examination of one of the grandest and most humane 
laws in nature. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION, 


The aunual meeting of the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation has been held on Tuesday and Wabbostey of this 
week at Doncaster, The first General meeting was 
at eleven o’clock, in the 

ui all. rofessor AXE, Presi i 
» President of the Associa- 

The minutes of the previous meetings havi 
the report was taken as read, 

rot. WALLEY raised the question of the publicati 
of the paper and transactions of the Aneoslation in = 
Professional Journals, He thought that in most Asso- 
ciations of this kind the papers were held as private 
property, and were not published for the behoof of an 
ut their own members. It was a question viata 
this publication did not rather stop men from joining as 


memebrs, seeing that the ld . ; 
in the public we Ie withe could get all the information 


Abstracts might be furnished to the journals and that 
was all non-members were entitled to. 

Mr. McGavin endorsed what Prof. Walley had said 
as to the publication of the proceedings preventing prac- 
titioners from joining the association 

The Prestpent pointed out that there were two as- 
pects of the question, and whilst from a financial stand- 
point it might be desirable to keep the proceedings to 
themselves, it must not be forgotten that the aim and 
object of the association was to promote the advance- 
ment of veterinary science. 

Dr. Fiemine said if the profession was not allowed 
to know what the association was doing there was no 
reason for their existence as an association. He be- 
lieved that the more universally they could diffuse a 
knowledge of what was done by the association the more 
likely they would be to succeed in inducing members 
to join. 

Mr. FAULKNER said that the Association must advance 
with the times, and they must let the public know that 
they were doing so, not only by means of their own pro- 
fessional journals but also by the public press. 

On the motion of Mr. TrieGEeR, seconded by Mr. 
FAULKNER, it was agreed that the journals should be at 
liberty, as heretofore, to publish accounts of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. F. W. Wrage, treasurer, in making a financial 
statement, said that the number of 113 members in ar- 
rear, as stated in the report, had, through the exertions 
of Mr. Malcolm, their secretary, been reduced to 55; 
the balance in hand was therefore increased from £119 
5s. 11d. to £198 Os. 11d. (Cheers.) He proposed to in- 
vest £150 of that in Consols. 

Mr. Matcoutm thought the better way would be to 
expend the £150 in doing some scientific work. Prac- 
titioners wou'd then join the Association, because they 
would receive something for their subscriptions, in ad- 
dition te the general meeting held once a year. He 
suggested that a committee should be formed, to take 
the matter in hand. 

Mr. Bett then moved the adoption of the report, 
which was seconded by Mr. Wraae, and agreed to. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Professor WauLEy proposed the election of Professor 
McCall, of Glasgow, as president for the ensuing year. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Bet seconded the resolution, which was carried 
by acclamation. 


| 
| 


On the motion of Capt. RussELL, seconded by Mr. 
McGavin, the following gentlemen were elected as vice- 


~~ | presidents :—T, Campbell (Kirkcudbright), Alexauder 


Pottie (Paisley), J. Bell (Carlisle), J. Burnett (Maybole), 
C. Cunningham (Slateford), and G. Elphick (Newcastle- 


on-Tyne). 


ut paying their subscriptions, 


On the motion of Mr, Bell, seconded by Mr. ANvER- 
son, the following gentlemen were elected as members 
of Council:—J. Armstrong (Penrith), J. Donald 
(Wigton), Jos. Carlisle (Carlisle), Professor McFad- 
yean (Edinburgh), A. A. Macfarlane (Greenock), 
Andrew Reid (Auchtermuchty), A. Robb (Glasgow), 
J. Weir (Glasgow), Finlay Dun (Edinburgh), Pro- 
fessor Williams (Edinburgh), H. Thompson (As 
patria), and J. Clarke (Cupar Angus). : 

Mr. F, W. Wragg and Mr. John Malcolm were re- 
elected as treasurer and secretary. Mr. Trigger was 4p- 
pointed a trustee in the room of Mr. Banham, resigned. 

On the motion of Professor WattEy, seconded by 
Mr. ANDERSON, it was resolved to hold the next ann 
meeting in Glasgow. 


ORIGINAL RESEARCH. 


Dr. FieMine said it was highly desirable that the 
Association should give a reason for its existence, a0 
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that that reason should be given as soon as possible. 
He proposed that a small committee be appointed in 
order to select the subjects for research, and to select 
the gentlemen who were to conduct the research. 

Professor Wa.uey said he did not in any way oppose 
the proposal. He thought, however, in accordance with 
the rules that the said committee should be appointed 
by the Council and not by the Association generally. 

Dr. FLEMING said to meet that objection he would move 
that it be an instruction to the Council to appoint a 
committee. 

Prof. WatLEy seconded the motion. 

Mr. W. Huntine said before they appointed a com- 
mittee it would be a great assistance in its selection 
to know what they were going to do. To appoint a 
committee to do something, nobody knew what, might 
lead to very serious difficulties. What had been 
suggested was that this association should do something 
and one reason given was that theymight possibly be 
able to spend some of the funds, about £150, instead of 
leaving it in the treasury. That was open to question 
whether it was business or not; anyhow it was only 
common sense to see what the committee was to be ap- 
pointed for. When they talked about “original research ”’ 
did they mean clinical observation or the use of the 
microscope! Perhaps as much harm had been done to 
pathology by the microscope during the last ten years as 
by anything that ever was applied to it. He hoped they 
would not rush into any such folly as to appoint a com- 
mittee to carry out “something’’ because if it took up 
bacteriological work it would be a very useless expendi- 
tureof money. A much better plan would be to give 
such rewards to men who really had done good work as 
it would lead them to do more. 

Professor WALLEY said the committee appointed by 
the Council would take into consideration the points 
raised by Mr. Hunting. He was only anxious the 
matter should be done in the proper way, and Dr. Flem- 
ing’s proposal met the objection he had raised. 

Professor McFapygan suggested that in place of ap- 
pointing an investigation committee they should offer a 
prize to any member of the society who did a piece of 
work that merited reward, this would ensure at the out- 
set, at any rate, that the society got something for its 
money. 

Mr. W. Hunt1ne proposed as an amendment the ap- 
pointment of a committee to try and formulate a 
scheme to be submitted to the meeting on a subse- 
quent day. 

Mr. WotsTENHoLME seconded the amendment and 
would withdraw if the words “to report to-morrow ” 
were added to the original motion. 

Dr. FLEeMine said he would add to his proposal the 
words “that the Council be instructed to meet between 
this and to-morrow to appoint a committee and to re- 
port to the meeting.” 

Mr. W. Huntine :—I withdraw my motion. 

This resolution as amended was agreed to. 

The Prestpent referred to the meetings of the Congress 
on Hygiene and Demography, to be held in London in 
August. : Communications had been received asking 
the association to become subscribers to the movement 
and also to forward information to the Congress on 
various subjects. The Congress was one which could 
not very well be overlooked. 

. On the motion of Prof. WatiEy, seconded by Mr. 

ELL, a donation of Five Guineas was granted. 

Dr. FLemine said the R.C.V.S., had subscribed 50 
guineas, and altogether the veterinary profession had 
done fairly well for its members, 
eum Prestwpent then delivered his address. After 

ing the Association for having added another to 
be many honours which from time to time during 
© past 25 years he had received at the hands of the 


profession, that he should be permitted to preside over the 
deliberations of the National Veterinary Association was 
a privilege of which he was extremely proud, for it was 
a distinction which the most exalted in their ranks 
might very reasonably aspireto. They were met to in- 
augurate the 9th year in the life of the association. They 
could not boast perhaps of a hoary antiquity but they 
could say they were enjoying a robust and vigorous 
youth. The British National Veterinary Congress of 
1881 was held as the result of the Cambridge meeting 
of the British Medical Asssociation in 1880, where 
discussions had taken place upon questions having 
reference to animal diseases in relation to human 
diseases. It was felt that what had been said 
required to be confirmed, and with that end it was 
determined to hold a veterinary congress, to discuss 
these points. That congress was held in 1881, and 
papers were discussed, amongst others, having relation 
to the soundness and unsoundness of domesticated 
animals, and to their treatment. It was determined that 
such an institution should not be allowed todie, and Mr. 
G. Banham at the close of the congress submitted a 
scheme for the establishment of the National Veterinary 
Association, the ninth year of whose life they were now 
celebrating. Though Mr. Banham had withdrawn from 
office, yet his name would ever be held in their memories 
as the founder of the Association. Since its establish- 
ment it might claim to have done very good work, It 
had proposed for study various subjects, which were of 
not only material interest to itself, but also to the pro- 
fession generally, and to the country. First and fore- 
most came the relation of the diseases of the lower 
animals to those of man, and by their discussions on this 
subject they had done much in the direction of winning 
for themselves the high esteem in which they were now 
held by the public, by the sister professsion, and by the 
agricultural institutions of the country. They had on 
a former occasion, discussed the questions of tuberculosis 
and influenza. Rapid strides had since then been made 
in the direction of consummating their knowledge of the 
pathology of tuberculosis: its relation to the human 
subject had been more fully considered, and they had 
arrived at a better knowledge of the properties not only 
of the virus itself but of the change through which it 
took effect in men and animals, and the results likely to 
follow from those prophylactic means which had recently 
been enunciated by Dr. Koch. If they proceeded in 
that direction the veterinary profession would attain 
their proper position in the consideration of the public 
health of the country. Many facts had been developed, 
which shewed that diseases of the lower animals, which 
were formerly considered to have no reference to the 
diseases of men,were now shewn to be intercommunicable, 
and he regretted very much to find that there was a 
tendency in the sister profession to regard pretty well 
all the ailments to which human flesh was heir as arising 
out of the lower animals. It was said, for example, that 
distemper in the dog was capable of producing typhoid 
fever in man, while recently the poor cow and the harm- 
less necessary cat had been made responsible for diph- 
theria, scarlatina, and various other ecteuation agents. 
Only recently he was called upon to make an investi- 
gation connected with an outbreak of diphtheria at 
Croydon which had been traced to a particular milk 
supply, and an eruption on the teats of a cow was 
pointed to as the source of the virus. From this the 
medical offices came to the conclusion that the cow, and 
that alone, was the agent out of which the diphtheretic 
virus had proceeded. Unfortunately for this hasty con- 
clusion it was shewn upon enquiry that the eruption on 
the teats did not occur till a month after the epidemic 
had become well established in the borough, so that it 
was hardly likely it could have had anything to do with 
the outbreak of diphtheria in the population of that 
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district. There was a vast field for the operation of the 
comparative pathologist in administering to the public 
health, and he hoped the day was not far distant when 
the epidemiologist would recognise the claims of the 
comparative pathologist as a co-worker, in reference to 
human disease. Their medical department would not 
be complete until these two were working side by side. 

The reading and discussion of a paper on “ Tubercu- 
losis,” by Professor McFadyean, followed. ; 

In the evening the members dined together in the 
Mansion House. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet-Surgs., 1st Class W. Walker, M. F, M. Case, 
and R. Rowe, ranking as capts., having completed 
10 years in their present grade on Tuesday, 14th 
inst., have accordingly been placed on the list of 
those ranking as major. 


The question of the army horse supply is having 
one of its periodical revivals. The Broad Arrow 
ropounds a scheme by which it proposes that 1,000 
our-year-old horses should be annually purchased, 
and after one year’s service handed over to reliable 
persons, on the understanding that after five years 
in the reserve the animals should become the pro- 
perty of those to whom they are entrusted. On the 
expiration of the first five years we should then have 
a reserve of 5,000 Lorses, which could be maintained 
almost exactly by adding to the 1,000 annually pur- 
chased a certain percentage for casualties. Apart 
from its pecuniary aspect, the chief point to be con- 
sidered on this question, says our contemporary, is 
whether, under conditions sufficiently stringent to 
secure every horse being instantly forthcoming when 
uired, the requisite number of persons could be 
found to keep them. In the opinion of the Broad 
Arrow there would be little difficulty in arranging 
this and the only obstacle would consist in prevail- 
ing upon the Treasury to find the needful funds. The 
increased annual expenditure would, roughly speak- 
ing, amount to some £70,000, that is to say, 1,000 
remounts at £45 each, costing £45,000, and keep of 
the same for one year whilst under training. say, 
£25,000. The possession of 5,000 horses between 
the ages of five and ten years, and already fit in a 
great measure to take their places in the ranks, would 
place our cavalry regiments and artillery upon a 


totally different footing from that which they now 
occupy. 


PARLIAMENTARY NEWS, 


Inspectors or Tue Irisx 
Vererinaky Deparrmenr, 
Dr. Tanner said that in connexion wi 
ith the Veteri- 
nary Department there were two travelling Mn 
tors, each of whom received £350 a year. Of these 
gentlemen one was a retired commander of the Royal 


Navy. That was a good example of the jobbery 
carried out by Dublin Castle. Why should a retired 
commander of the Royal Navy be appointed to the 
Veterinary Department? He could understand it if 
the gentleman had served in the Horse Marines. In 
order to get some explanation on the subject, he 
begged to move to reduce the vote by £3110, The 
hon, member also complained of the way in which 
the inspectors allowed cattle to be treated on ship- 
board, and of the number of persons connected with 
the Royal Irish Constabulary who were employed in 
this service. 

Mr. Jorpay thought it was very unfair to appoint 
a retired naval officer, who received a good pension, 
to a post which one of the properly qualified officials 
of the Veterinary Department would naturally ex- 
pect to fill. 

Mr. Fiynn thought that, as the point was a small 
one, his hon. friend would do well to withdraw his 
amendment, 

Dr. Tanner explained that his amendment was in- 
tended as a protest against the practice of pitch- 
forking into lucrative positions persons who could 
bring family influence to bear upon members of the 
Government. Would the Chief Secretary tell the 
Committee something about this efficient Conserva- 
tive Horse Marine who had been made inspector ? 

Mr. A. J. Batrour replied that he knew nothing 
about the gentleman except that he had reason to be- 
lieve that he did his work efficiently. The appoint- 
ment was not his. 

Colonel Notan asked whether this officer had 
qualified by examination as a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. A. J. Batrour explained that such qualifica- 
tion was not necessary, as the gentleman in question 
was not a veterinary inspector, but a travelling in- 
spector whose duties related to the transit of animals 

Colonel Notay observed that the right hon. gentle- 
man had failed to show that the gentleman 
was either qualified for his post or useful. There 
were many veterinary surgeons in Dublin who would 
be very glad to have this appointment. 

Mr. A. J. Batrour pointed out that the appoint- 
ment was made long before the present Government 
came into office. Apparently, the sole charge which 
hon. members opposite had to bring against this 
gentleman was that he was a gallant naval officer. 
There was no pretence that he was incompetent, no 
ground for supposing that Lord Spencer committed 
a job in appointing him.- In any case, this appoint- 
ment was a legacy from a previous administration. 
Hon. members opposite would make a Government 
responsible for every appointment made by preced- 
ing Governments. He declined to accept such re- 
sponsibility. (Hear, hear.) Of all hon. members 
in the Committee, he should have thought that the 
hon. and gallant member would have been the last 
to suggest that a gentleman, who had served his 
country in the combatant forces was an incompetent 
official. (Hear, hear.) 


Colonel Notay explained that if this officer had 
passed an examination as a veterinary surgeon, he 
certainly should not suggest that he was unfitted for 
his post because he had been in the Navy. The 
Veterinary Department of Ireland was one of extreme 
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importance to that country. He had no hesitation 
in saying that any want of knowledge on the part of 
its officers might at any moment cost a million to 
Ireland, because if any suspicion took root in Eng- 
land that Irish cattle were peculiarly liable to dis- 
ease the price would immediately go down £2 per 
head. As long as the Chief Secretary chose to keep 
in office gentlemen who had not passed though the 
veterinary colleges, he could not say that the depart- 
ment was wholly free from the imputation brought 
against it by the hon. member for Mid Cork. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


CONCURRENT INOCULATIONS OF 
DIFFERENT INJECTIONS IN THE SAME 
ANIMAL. 


Klein (Nineteenth Annual Report of the Local 
Government Board, 1889-90, page 215), using the 
bacillus of swine fever and the bacillus of swine 
erysipelas with which to inoculate mice, finds that 
if they are injected in about equal proportions, or 
even when the swine fever bacillus is in excess, 
the animals die, and both species of bacteria are 
found in the blood and spleen. When however, 
the swine erysipelas is injected in larger quantities 
than the swine fever bacillus, the latter does not 
multiply to the usual extent, and no colonies can be 
obtained from the blood : whilst the swine erysipelas 
bacillus also fails to multiply as rapidly as under 
other conditions, the bacilli appearing to exert a 
mutual inhibitary action on each other’s multipli- 
cation. Introducing certain products of bacterial 
life, such as those formed by proteus vulgaris, along 
with the microbe of erysipelas, which had become 
somewhat attenuated, he found that they increased 
the virulence of the pathogenic organism so far that 
the inoculated animal succumbed to general infection 
in from one to three days; and although no colonies 
of the streptococcus could be cultivated from the 
heart’s blood, luxuriant cultures of the streptococcus 
erysipelatis could be obtained from other organs ; 
the local virulence was also increased, and he con- 
cludes with Monti, who was able to increase the 
virulence of the pneumococcus in a similar manner, 
that the lost virulence is re-established when the 
chemical products of a common saprophyte—such as 
the proteus vulgaris—are introduced aiong with the 
less virulent sub-culture of a pathogenic organism. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 


In the absence of the Duke of Cambridge, Presi- 
dent of the Royal Veterinary College, through 
pressure of engagements, Colonel Sir Nigel Kingscvte 
presided over the sixteenth annual general meeting 


Those present included Lord Egerton of Tatton, 
Lord Ribblesdale, Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, M.P., 
Sir Jacob Wilson, Mr. E Marjoribanks, M.P., Dr- 
E. M. Crookshank, Mr. Bernes, Mr. Allender, Mr. 
Sutton, and Mr. Richard A. N. Powys (secretary ).— 
The Chairman moved the adoption of the report.— 
Lord Egerton of Tatton seconded the motion, which 
was unanimously adopted.—The Chairman then 
announced that Mr. H. H. Whitlamsmith had been 
awarded the Scholarship, Mr. Harold Sessions the 
Coleman silver medal, Mr. Joseph Manton the bronze 
medal, and Mr, A. E. Bayley the certificate of merit. 
On the motion of Sir F. Fitzwygram, M.P.,seconded 
by Lord Ribblesdale, Colonel Sir Nigel Kingscote 
was elected vice-president of the college in the place 
of Lord Deramore deceased. Lord Ribblesdale then 
moved, and Lord Egerton of Tatton seconded the 
election of the following gentlemen as governors of 
the institution:—Mr. P. Beresford Hope, Mr. J. 
Astley Bloxom, Mr. Lambert, and Captain Swithin- 
bank, which was approved. The usual compliment 
to the chairman was, on the motion of Mr. Berens, 
seconded by Sir I’. FitzWygram, passed, and the 
meeting terminated. In view of the present year 
being the centenary of the college. it is intended to 
celebrate the event by entertaining the Prince of 
Wales, the Duke of Cambridge, and other distinguish- 
ed guests at a luncheon, to which the students will 
be invited. The event will take place late in the 
autumn. It is proposed also to institute a centenary 
scholarship. 


ACCIDENT TO A HORSE— 
Disputep 


Thos. Myers, cab proprietor, Accrington, repre- 
sented by Mr. Backhouse, sued Jas, Neild, veterin- 
ary surgeon, for whom Mr. Higginson appeared, for 
£50 damages sustained through the loss of a horse. 

Mr. Backhouse said that on May 2nd the horse 
was taken to defendant’s smithy for the purpose of 
being shod. It was the custom for horses to be left 
there until they were shod or to wait there for them. 
He contended that the defendant was in the position 
of bailee, to whom remuneration was given. The 
horse was delivered about ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing. and was left in defendant’s care at the smithy, 
plaintiff proposing to send for it when shod. Dur- 
ing that time Neild’s son got on the horse for the 
purpose ostensibly of taking it back. His nearest 
way from the Edgar-street smithy to the plaintiff's 
stables was down King-street, over Bull Bridge, up 
Weir-street, and from there into Cobden-street. In- 
stead of that he forced the horse up King-street and 
into Castle-street. First of all it ran into a cart, ran 
on the causeway, collided with a telegraph post, and 
afterwards with a lamp-post with sufficient force to 
break the glass. This excited the animal, which 
set off in Whalley-road, where it came in contact 


of the supporters of the institution, which took place | with a lurry standing in the road, the shaft piercing 


on Thursday afternoon at the College, Camden Town. | the horse’s breast. It was returned to Mr. Nield’s 
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smithy, where it died shortly afterwards. The ex- 
cited condition of the horse was in the first place 
due to its being forced away from its usual route. 
He (Mr. Backhouse) maintained that it was de- 
fendant’s duty to take care of the horse until it was 
fetched. His son had no business on the animal, 
and Neild ought to have seen that his son did not 
interfere with it. He did not put it that it was 
through gross carelessness in riding it that the ac- 
cident had happened, but it was through being forced 
up Castle-street. 

The plaintiff, examined, said the value the horse 
was £50. It was quite enongh for a child to lead. 
When horses were taken to the smithy he (Myers) 
or his men always fetched them back. It was cus- 
tomary for Neild to come up to the stables and say 
what horses required shoeing, and these were then 
taken to the smithy. 

Wm. Dowden, plaintiff's ostler, and the man who 
took the horse in question down to defendant’s 
smithy, said he left no instructions with defendant’s 
man, Dickenson, to send the horse back. He (Dow- 
den) intending to go down for it when he thought 
it would be ready. Neild’s men never took any 
horses down from the stables, or returned them 
after shoeing. 

Daniel Marsden, labourer, deposed to seeing de- 
fendant’s son on a grey horse, on Bull Bridge, on 
May 2nd. The horse after getting across the bridge 
wanted to go up Weir Street, and in order to pull 
it away and up Castle Street he struck his heels 
into its side. Crossing the road it banged against a 
Local Board cart, and it then “set off at boggart.” 
He saw the accident at the top of the street. 

Cross-examiued ; Witness said there was nothing 
at the bottom of Weir Street to prevent its going up. 
Neild he thought could have pulled is up. 

Thomas Greenwood, corporation carter, said he 
was in Castle Street on the day named, with his 
cart standing on the right side of the road. The 
horse on which young Neild sat collided with his 
cart in between that and the kerbstone. It was 

then coming at a brisk trot, and as he ran to his own 
horse’s head he just saw it go against the lamp-post. 

Mr. Higginson in defence said that if the defend- 
ant was answerable at all, it could only be for the 
neglect of his son in taking the horse home. But 
Mr. Neild’s son, he maintained, took every care of 
the animal. It was startled on the way and became 
uncontrollable. At the speed at which it was going 
it would have been absolutely dangerous for him to 
go up Weir-street, because, at this period, he dis- 
covered for the first time that he had lost control 
over the animal. 

Jas Neild said that the horse when he took it out 
of the smithy was walking quietly enough until 

being startled by a lad shouting to it, it set off in a 
trot down Bull Bridge. Getting over the bridge he 
lost control over it. He tried to pull it up, as at the 
bottom of Weir-street the way was blocked, and the 
horse swerved across on to the footpath in Castle- 
street. Witness scraped his leg against the corpora- 
tion cart. Proceeding along, the horse, which had 
now broken into a gallop, ran against a lamp-post 
and turned into Whalley-road. There was only 


room for one horse and conveyance at a time, and 
when he saw the lurry standing in the way he tried 
to pull the horse up. Then the accident happened, 
He took every care with the horse whilst it was in 
his charge. In reply to Mr. Backhouse, witness said 
it was a rule to take horses back to Mye1’s when 
they were ready. He had taken them back very 
often. No one told him tw take it back on the occa- 
sion named. He could have led it had he so wished 
instead of riding it. He could not getup Weir-street 
because there was a lurry, and there was not suffici- 
ent room to pass. 

Robert Dickenson, shoesmith for the defendant, 
also said that it was customary to take horses back 
from the smithy to Myers’s. 

Police constable Hopwood stated that the horse 
seemed to be coming right enough until reaching 
the bottom of Weir Street, when it swung right 
round on the footpath and then set off at a run- 
away speed. 

Mr. Joseph Brown, stable keeper, said it was cus- 
tomary in hisown case for Neild’s men to take his 
horses from the stable and bring them back 
again from the smithy.— Daniel Ainsworth, livery 
stable keeper, Blackburn, and Henry Railton, 
shoesmith, Blackburn, also said that this was the 
customary practice. 

His Honour said that under the circumstances 
he could not trace any negligence as submitted by 
Mr. Backhouse. _!t appeared to be the custom for 
the smithy men to return horses to the stables, and 
the smith was quite right in returning it, and to 
his mind the lad Neild was competent enough to 
take it back. Why suca a quiet horse should have 
taken to prancing on the footpath was a mystery. 
Still he could attach no uegligence to the lad, 
and so the case fell through, and there would be a 
verdict for defendant. Costs of seven of the de- 
fendant’s witnesses were also allowed. 


Surgery for Horses. 

A remarkable horse was paraded on Thursday at 
the review at Aldershot. A dapple grey mare, 
which had its off thigh-bone broken two years ago, 
was put in slings for six months, then given easy 
work, and for a year has been doing more aud more 
work, until now it is ‘ sound as a bell,’ and there is 
not even the slightest external appearance of the in- 
jury. The veterinary surgeons are very proud of 
this eleven-year-old animal, whose existence ought 
to stimulate the attempt to apply conservative 
surgery to valuable beasts. 


Engineering by Red Ants. 

The following remarkable story, says Land and Water, 
the truth of which is vouched for by an eye-witness, 
deserves a place among the many anecdotes told of ant 
intelligence. A cook was continually annoyed by the 
attacks these insects made upon his pastry shelves. 


After much patient watching, he discovered that the 
marauders came twice a day—at about seven in the 
morning and four in the afternoon—in search of food ; 
so taking counsel with himself, he devised a plan he 
thought would efficiently protect his pies. He took 
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jar of molasses, and drew a circle round the pastry: 
then he sat down to wait. The ants did not detain him 
long. At about ten minutes to seven an army of them 
appeared in the corner of the pantry, making their way 
in the direction of the pastry. An ant rather larger 
than the rest led the column, and kept his place an 
inch or two in advance. The insects were those known 
to science as Formica rubra, a red ant of medium size, 
which is regarded as the most intelligent of the class. 
The army advanced steadily ; when the leader reached 
the encircling streak of molasses, about forty of his fol- 
lowers stepped out and joined him. A council was held, 
and then the “ general,’ with his staff, proceeded tu ex- 
amine the breadth of the obstruction. A certain por- 
tion appeared to be told off to each of the forty officers, 
and each selected the point where the streak was nar- 
rowest. Then the leader made his tour of inspection. 
The order to march was given, and the ants all made 
their way to a hole in the wall in which the plastering 
was loose. Here they broke rank, and set about carrying 
pieces of plaster to the place in the molasses which had 
been agreed upon as the narrowest. To and fro they 
went from the nail-hole to the molasses, until, at half- 
ast eleven o’clock, they had thrown a bridge across. 
hey then formed themselves in line and marched over, 
and by a quarter to twelve every ant was eating pie. 


Dog Licences. 


It is not the dog that is licensed, but the person 
who keeps it is liable to the tax. If one dog changes 
hands twenty times, each owner must obtain a 
license for keeping a dog; but each person can, with 
one license, keep twenty different dugs, provided he 
does not keep two at one and the same time. 


New Views on Laughing-Gas 


The Bedford College (London) Magazine, prints the 
following crooked answers to a question in a chemistry 
examination :—Among the subjects which seem to bring 
out strikingly original views, we notice the preparation 
and properties of nitrous oxide, or laughing-gas. One 
student gives as its mode of preparation : “ Nitrous oxide 
or the laughing-gas is prepared by collecting it. This 
may be done by collecting it from a cave near Naples.” 
As regards its properties divers views are held. One 
says, “It is a colourless, tasteless, inodorous gas, having 
very peculiar properties, has when inhaled it causes in- 
sensibility, and is for this purpose greatly used for the 
painful distraction of teeth.” Another says, “ Nitrous 
oxide is often called laughing-gas. With this gas they 
pull out teeth ; this is the reason they call it laughing- 
gas.” Again another idea : “ Nitrous oxide has a sweet 
taste, has a soothsng influence, is an zesthete.”’ A dis- 
tracted examinee said ; “ Nitrous oxide produces tem- 
porary insanity,” and one who had peculiar views about 
examiners, as well as the gas, said: ‘‘If you inhale nit- 
rous oxide it produces a peculiar kind of insensibility in 
the form of langhing.”’ 


Foliteness Rewarded. 


‘ Will you be kind enough, sir, to hold this ram for me 
while I open this gate? It is fastened on the inside, and 
I must climb over.’ This modest remark was made the 
the other day by a man who was standing at a gate on a 
lonely road running out of Nutfield, in Surrey, and it was 
addressed to a stalwart sailor who had just come up. 
The only other object visible on the long, straight road 
was the large black ram, whose massive crooked horns 


were being held by the man as the two stood quite still 
in front of the gate. ‘Why, sartinly. shipmate,’ said 
the obliging tar, as he seized the big Poors and relieved 
the first holder. The latter climbed quickly over the 
gate. ‘I thank you very much,’ he said politely when 
he got over the other side. ‘ Yuu will be suprised to hear 
that I never saw that ram before to-day. The brute at- 
tacked me about half-an-hour ago, and we have been 
'tussling together ever since. As long as you stand be- 
fore him holding his horns firmly he can’t hurt you much. 
Good-bye. I hope you will be as lucky in getting away 
from him as I have been.’ The Nutfield-ite, when tell- 
ing this story, neglected to repeat the sailor’s reply. 


A Curious Plant at Kew. 


The Aristolochia is best known as a South American 
genus, but the species in question—Aristolochia Goldiena— 
is a native of Africa, and comes from the neighbourhood of 
Old Calabar. ‘The bell of the flower, measuring 12 inches 
across, is of a yellow ground colour, with livid purple mark- 
ings, and the curious strongly ribbed tube is of a light yel- 
low green. The greatest length of the fiower is 274 inches. 
One of the most curious characteristics of this and other 
plants in the same genus, apart from the peculiar arrange- 
ment of the stamens and stigmas, is the way in which the 
flowers are fertilized. The small insects which effect this, 
urged by curiosity or more material motives, enter the 
coloured bells as they hang—for the Aristolochia is a climb- 
ing plant—and crawl through the narrow circular opening 
into the dilated base. The opening is lined with hairs 
pointing inwards, which admit easy ingress but effectually 
prevent any exit; and until the stamens are matured all 
the insects that enter are caged in the large expanded tube. 
Ultimately the hairs drop off, the insects escape, and fl 
away to another flower, carrying with them the pollen wit 
which they have become dusted during their efforts to 
escape. 


THE CENTENARY OF 
THE ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Sir, 
Early last year I called attention in the Veterinary 
Journals to the approaching centenary of the Royal 
Veterinary College, and urged that it should be fitly 
acknowledged. Ina report of the annual meeting of 
the supporters of the institution which appeared in last 
week’s Live Stock Journal, the following paragraph 
occurs :—“ In view of the present year being the cente- 
nary of the College, it is intended to celebrate the event 
by entertaining the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Camb- 
ridge, and other distinguished guests at a luncheon, to 
which the students will be invited.”’ 

Surely it is not intended to exclude members of the 
profession from participating in the celebration, and to 
merely make a school treat of it. If feeding is neces- 
sary to commemorate such an event have a banquet by 
all means, and make it professionally public, ac- 
companied by a scientific soirée—I however, venture to 
think the establishment of a higher degree, or a few 
more scholarships, would be of far greater benefit to the 
profession and more appropriate to the occasion than 
the usual “ blow out”? which appears indispensable to 
English commemorations. 

In view of this year ~ the centenary of our Col- 
lege, why not ivite the profession generally to subscribe 
to a fund for the establishment of a “ Foundation Scholar- 
ship” or free Collegiate course, to be obtained by com- 
petitive examination /! With something like 3000 effective 
members in the profession this could, and I think would, be 
gladly responded to without taxing anyone’s pecuniary 
resources.—Yours faithfully, 

Wooprorre Hit, F.R.C.V\S. 


St. Leonards-on-Sea. 22nd July, 1891. 
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ELECTRICITY IN CANINE PRACTICE. 


Dear Sir, 
In Electricity in Canine Practice, according to Wood- 
roffe Hill, electricity cannot be administered to dogs 
without clipping the hair off. I have found that by 
damping or wetting the part of the body of the dog 
electricity can be applied very easily —Yours truly, 
Arraur H. Jacors, M.R.C.V'S. 


DOUBLE FIRING IRONS. 


Dear Sir, 
For the last ten years we have been in the habit of 

using a double firing iron, and would warn jthose who 
may be about to commence its use, to be careful to use 
it for “ mapping out’? alone—for if it be used for firing 

roper—not only are the lines fired, but also the skin 
a and the result is a most unsightly and perma- 
nevt blemish.—Yours truly, 

W. 

New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


[Another correspondent writes to a similar effect ‘ es- 
pecially when the iron is somewhat worn.’’) 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses., 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.p., B.8.¢., 
Of Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, @.8.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borpver Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. Howe, m.n.c.v.s., Keswick. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, m.x.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucutrsa V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Greenhill, .n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


CrentraL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.R.c.v.s., 


Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. G. Rogers, .n.c.v.s., 


170 Brompton Road, London, 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wm. Bower, m.x.c.v.s., East Rudham, Swaffh 
Hon. See: Mr. R. S. Barcham, m.n.c.v.s., North 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 


Pres; Mr. C. Steel, v.n.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dubli 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v.s., 


116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


Lancasuire V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. A. Leather, r.n.c.v.s., Tariff-street Liverpoo 
Hon. Sec : Mr. G. Gartside Mayor, r.n.c.v.s., 


Kirkham, P 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, lied. & See, 


Lrxcotxsuire V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. L. Gooch, r.xc.v.s., Stamford, Li i 
Hon. Sec : Mr. J. Smith, »-x.c.v.s., Huntin — 


Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmngham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.RB.C.v.8., 


NAatTIonAL Ver. ASsocraTION. 


Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. ;. Wragg, F.B.C.v.8., 
17 Church-lane, Wh techapel. 


Nort or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Hunter, ¥.8.c.v.s., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. W. Wilson, F.R.c.v.s., Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisn V.S. 


Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat Veterinary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. Macqueen. 


ScorrisHh Metroporitan V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, r.r.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sours Durnam AND Nortn Yorksurre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, F.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, r.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June. Sept. and Dec. 


SovutHEern Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, m.R.c.v.s., 
79 Anerley Road, London, 8.E. 
Hon. Sec: (Mr. E. A. Hollingham, pro tem. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Penhale, r.n.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m.n.c.v.s., 
Week Street, Plymouth. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. D. Allan, m.r.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glasgow 
Hon. Sec ; Mr.'W. Anderson, F.R.c.v.s., West Nile-st. Glasgow 


Yorksuire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. C. Toope, m.nrc.v.s., Knaresborough. 

Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, m.n.c.v.s., Hunslet, Leeds. 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 


Communications, Books, AnD Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 


F. C, Mahon, G. H. Fenton, Woodroffe Hill, A. H. Jacobs, 
Prof. Williams 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 
. Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 


High St,. West Bromwich, 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov- 


Pres: Prof. J. McCall, Veterinary College, Buccleuch St., 
Glasgow 
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